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SERMON XXX.
Chris t*s Transfiguration.

Luke ix. 28

—

j6.

And it came to pafs about an eight days after thefefo.yings^

he took Pf ter and John and James, and "joent up into

a mountain to pray. And as he prayed^ the fofliion of

his countenance zvas altered, and his rayme?it ivas while

{ind gJiftering. And behold, there talked with him two

wen, which were Mofes ai^^d Elias : z^ho appeared in

glory, and fpake of his defeafe, which he fJiould accom-

plifli at Jerufalem. But Peter and they that were with

him^ were heavy with fieep : and when they were awake^

they fdw his glory, and the two men that flood with

him. And it came to fafs, as they departed from him,

Vtx.^x faid unto Jesus, Mafler^ it is good for us to be

here \ and let us make three tabernacles, one for thee^

and one for Mofes, and one for Elias : not knowing

what he faid. While he thus fpake, there came a clcud

end ovcrjliadcived them, and they feared as they entered

into the clcud. And there came a voice out of the clcud,

fayingy 7'his is my beloved Son, hear him. And when

the vcice was pafi, Jesus was found alone; and they kept

it clofe, and told no man in thofe days any of thofe things

which they hadfeen.

WHEN the angel was fent to the P.edeemcr's beloved

difciple fohn, we are told that the angel laid unto

him, " Ccnne up hither :" He was to be exalted, to be

{wrought nearer heaven, that his mind might be better pre-

pared for thofe great manifeftations, which an infinitely great

X and
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and cpndefccnding God intended to vouchfafe him. And oit

reading the verfcs that you have jiift now heard, when I alfo

fee fuch a great and ferious aflcmbly convened in tlic prcCencc

of God, I think I muR addrcls you, as the angel addrefTed,

'John^ and (ay unto you, " Come up hither;" leave your

worldly thoughts, for a time forget the earth. And as it is

the Lord's-day, a time in which we ought more paiticularly

to think of heaven, I muft defiie you to pray to God, that

yc may get up on Pifgah^ moinu, and take a view of the

promifed land. It is true, indeed, eye haih not Teen, ear hath

not heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of any man to

conceive the great and good things, which God hath prepared

for his people here ; much U{s^ thofe infinitely greater and

more glorious things, that he hath laid up for them that fear

him, in the eternal world : but, blefled be God ! though we
are not yet in heaven, unlefs to be in Christ may properly

be termed heaven, and thpn all real chriftians are there already

;

yet, the blelfcd Jesus has been pleafed to leave upon record

fome account of himfelf, of what happened to him in the days

of his flefti, and of fome manifeftations he was pleafed to

grant to a few of his difciples j that from what happened to

them here belov/, we may form fome faint, thouch but a

faint idea of that happincfs that awaits his people in his kin t-

dom above. If any of you enquire, in what part of our
Lord's life thofe inftances are recorded, I have an anf^er

ready : One of thefe inftances, and that a very remarkable

one, is recorded in the verfes that I have now choien for the

fubje£t of your meditation.

The verfes give us an account of what is generally called

OMX YjO'^iiS Transfiguration \ his being wonderfully chan^^ed,

and his being wonderfully owned by his Father upon the

mount. Some think that this was done upon a fabl>:ith-day
;

and the particular occafion of our blelTed Lord's cor.defcend-

ing to let hi'^ fervants have fuch a fight as this, we may ea-

ther from the 27th verfe. It fcems our blefled Lord had

been promifmg a great reward to thofe who fhould not be

afhamed of him :
" Vv^hofoever fhali be aOiamed of me and

of my words, of him fliall the Son of Man be afliamed, when
he (hall com.e in his own glory, and of his Father, and of the

|[ic]y apgeh.''* In this thrcutening is implied, a xcv/ard to thofe

who
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who {hould not be afhamed of him :
" But, (adds he) I tell

you of a truth, there be feme Itanding here, who {hall not

tafte of death, till they fee the kingdom of God :'* As much

as to fay, There will be a day, when I will come in the glory

of my Father and of his holy angels ; but I tell you there arc

fome of my favonriics ; 1 tell )oa of a truth, though you

may think it too good news, there are fome of you that fhall

not tafte of dca'hj till ye fhall fee the kingdom of God.

Some divines think, that this promife has reference to our

Lord's ere<5ling a gofpel church ; and if we take it in this

fenfe, it means that the Apoftles, who were then prefent,

ibme of tliem at Icaft, fhould not die, till they faw Satan's

kingdom in a great meafure pulled down, and the Redeemer's

gofpel-kingdom ere6led. Sonic think it has a peculiar re-

ference to ^ohn^ who it feems furvived all the other Apoftles,

and lived till Christ came j that is, till he came to deftroy

Jerufakm. But it is the opinion of Mr. Hcnry^ of Bifliop

Hall^ of Burkity and others, who have written upon this

pafl'age, that our blefled Lord has a peculiar reference to the

transfiguration upon the mount :
'' There be fome of you

here, that ftiall not tafte of death, till ye fee my transfigura-

tion upon the mount ; till ye fee fome glorified faint come

down from heaven and pay me a vifit, and confequently fee a

little of that kingdom of God, which ye fl^all have a full

fight of, when ye come to glory." This feems to be the

right interpretation. If you will look to the margin of your

Bibles, you will fee the parallel place in Maitbew^ where the

account of our Lord's transfiguration is given, and there you

will find it immediately follows upon this promife of our

Lord.
Well, as Christ had told them, that they fhould not

tafte of death, till they had feen the kingdom of God, why

the Evangeiift, at the 28th verfe, tells us, " It came to pafs

about an eight days after thefe fayings, he took Peter^ and

Jolm^ and Ja7ncs^ and went up into a mountain to pray."

About an eight days ; that is, as Biftiop Hall thinks, upon

the fabbath-day ; or, according to fome, the firft day of the

week, which was hereafter to be the chriftian fabbath ; our

blefled Lord takes Peter^ Johiy and James : Why did not the

Lord Jesus Christ take more of his difciples ? Why three,

r and
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and thefe three ? And why three only ? Our blefled Lord
was pleafed to take three and no more, to (how us that he is a

fovereign agent ; to fliow us, that though he loved all his

difciples, yet there are fome to whom he is pleafed to allow

peculiar vifits. He loved Pettr^ and all the other difciples
;

yet John was the difciple that he peculiarly loved. And he

took three rather than one, becaufe three were fuflicient to

teftify the truth of his being transfigured : " Out of the

mouth of two or three witneflcs every word fhali be efta-

bliflied." And he took no more thaii three, becaufe thefe

three were enough. And he took thefe three, Petcr^ John^

and James^ in particular, becaufe thefe very perfons that were

now to fee Christ transfigured, were hereafter to fee him
agonizing in the garden, fweating great drops of blood falling-

unto the ground. And had not thefe three difciples feeii

Christ upon the mount, the feeing him afterwards in the

garden, might have ftaggered them exceedingly : they mi^ht

have doubted whether it was poflible for the Son of God to

be in fuch doleful circumftances. Well, our Lord takes

thefe three " up into a mountain." Why fo ? Becatfe

Christ Jesus was to be like Mofcs^ who was taken up into

9 mountain, when GoD intended to deliver unto him the

moral law : And our blefTed Lord went up into a mountain,

becaufe a mountain befriended devotion. When he had a

mind to retire to pray to his Father, he went to fuch places

where he could be moft fecret, and give the greateft vent to

his heart. Thus we arc told, that once when Feter prayed,

it was upon the houfe-top. And if we have a mind to be

near God, we fhould choofe fuch places as are freeft from

oftentation, and that moft befriend our communion with

God. Aud what doth Christ, when he got up into a

mountain ? We are told, he went up into a mountain " to

pray." Christ had no corruption to confcfs, and he had

but few wants of his own to be relieved
\ yet we hear of

Christ being much in prayer ; we hear of his going up to

a mountain to pray ; of his rifing up a great v/hile before it

was day to pray ; and of his fpending a whole night in

prayer to God.
In the 29th verfe, you have an account of the ^edl of our

X«g?.D's praying ;
'* As he prayed, the fafhion of his counte-

nance
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nance was altered, and his raiment was white and gllfterlng.**

I would have you take notice, that our Lord was not changed

in refped^ of his body, while he was going up to the mount,

but when he got upon the mount, and while engaged in

prayer. It is fufficient that way for our fouls to be trans-

formed : the time we are more particularly to expe£l: the in-

fluences of God's Spirit, is, when we are engaged in prayer.

There feems to be a very great propriety in our Lord's being

transfigured or changed upon the m,ount. 1 hope I need in-

form none of you, that when Mofes went up to the mount of

God, God was pleafed to fpeak to him face to face; and

when he came down from the mount, the people of Ifrael

obferved that Mofes's face (hone fo, that he was obliged to

have a veil put upon his face. Now the fhining of i^^y^j's

face, was a proof to the people, that Adofes had been con-

verfing with God. And Mofes told the people, *' That the

Lord would r^iie up unto them a prophet like unto him,

whom the people were to hear." God the Father, in order

to give his Son (confid^-ring him as man) a teftimony that

he was a prophet, was pleafed not only to let his face glitter

or fl^ine ; but to ftiow that he was a prophet far fuperior to

J['Iofes^ be was pleafed to let his gaiment be white and glifter-

in2;i and '' his countenance (iis we are told by another Evao-

g.elii}) did (hinc as the fun." What a change was here !

What a fight ! Methinks I fee Peter^ James^ and John fur-

prized : and, indeed, well might the Evangelifl, confidering

what happened, ufner in the following part of the ilory

wiih the word Behold \
'' Behold, there talked with him two

^en, Mo[es and FJias : And in the 31ft verfe, you have an

account of their ^to.^^^ '* I'hey appeared in glory ;" and of

their difcourfe, '*• They fpake of his deceafe which he fhould

accomplifli at Jcrufalem.''^

'* Behold, two men, which were Mofes and EH.is;" thefe

were two very proper perfons to come upon this embafly to

the Son of God. Mofes was the great lawgiver, Ellas was

the great reflorer of the law i The body of Mofes was hidden

and never found, Elias's body was tranflated immediately,

and carried up in a fiery chariot to heaven : And it may be

that this v/as done particularly, becaufe thefe two were here-

after to have the honour of waiting gpon the Son of Goi>,

"They
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^* They appeared la glory ;'" thvit is, their bodies were now
m that glorious habir, in which the bodies of believers are to

be at the morning of the refurreclion. Christ was, as it

were, now fitting in his royal robes ; and as it is ufual for

ambafladors, when they are to be admitted into the king's

prefence, on bringing a mefTage from one king to another, ta

appear in all their grandeur, to make the meflage more folemn
;

fo here, thefe heavenly mefiengers being to wait upon the

Lord Jesus Christ, are inverted as with royal dignity, they

appeared in glory, and " they fpake of his deceafe which he

ihould accomplifli at Jcrujakm^^ they came to tell the Re-
deemer of his fuffcrings, and of the place of his fuffl^rings, and

to acquaint him, that his fufFerings, however great, however

bitter, v/ere to be accc??7pIiJJ)ed-y that there was to be an end put

to them, as our Lord himfelf fpeaks, " The things concern-

ing me are to have an end.'* What other particulars they

fpoke to our Lord, we are not told. But what efFeiSt this

had upon the dilciples, you may learn from the 32d verfe,

*' Petery and they that were with him, were heavy with

fleep."

We are not to fuppofe, that Fdev^ James and yohn^ were

now afleep in a literal fcnfe ; no, if we compare this, with

another pafTage of holy writ, I mean the account given us of

Daniers being imprcfl'ed and overcome, when he faw the angel

of the Lord, \ou wiil find that this fleep implies what we
call a fvi'oon. They were overcome with the fight of the glory

of Christ's garments, the gliilering of his body, and the

glory in Alofes and Elias appeared : thefe quite overcame them,

funk them down, and, like the Queen of Sheha, when (lie faw

SdQmoris glory, they had no life in them. But they recovered

themfelves: " when they were awake," that is, when they had

recovered their ftrength, when God had put flrength into

them, as the angel put (rrer.gth into Daniel^ *' they fav/ his

glory, and the two men that Hood v/i:h him." And how do

you think they gazed upon Christ? how may we fuppofe

they fixed their eyes upon A'hfcs and Elias P Peter, who was

always the firft fpeakcr, out of the abundance of his heart,

fpoke upon this occafion. Verfe 33.
••' And it came to pafs as

they departed from him, Peter faid unto JesUs, Maftcr, it is

good for us to be here^ and let us make three tubcrnacks, one

for
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for thee, and one for Mofes^ and one for Elias^ not knowing

what he laid.'* Peter^ when he had drank a little of Christ's

new wine, fpeaks like a perfon intoxicated ; he was over-

powered with the brightnefs of the manifeftation. '* Let us

make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Mofes^ and

one for Elias,'' It is well added, " not knowing what he

faid." That fhe fhould cry out, '* Mafter, it is good for us

to be here," in fuch good company, and in fo glorious a con-

dition, is no wonder; which of us all would not have been

apt to have done the fame ? But to talk of building taberna-

cles, and one for Christ, and one for Mofes^ and one

for Eltas^ was faying fomething for which Peter himfelf muft

fland reproved. Surely, Peter^ thou waft not quite awake !

thou talkeft like one in a dream: If thy Lord had taken thee

at thy word, what a poor tabernacle wouldft thou have had,

in comparifon of that houfe not made with hands, eternal in

the heavens, in which thou haft long fmce dwelt, now the

earthly houfe of the tabernacle of thy body is dilTolved ? What

!

build tabernacles below, and have the crown, before thou haft

borne the crofs ? O Peter^ Peter! " Mafter, fpare thyfelf,"

fticks too too clofely to thee : And why fo felfiOi, Peter P Careft

thou not for thy fellow difciples that are below, who came

not up with thee to the mount ? careft thou not for the pre-

cious fouis, that are as fheep having no fhepherd, and muft

perifti for ever, unlefs thy Mafter defcends from the mount to

teach, and to die for them ? wouldft thou thus eat thy fpi-

ritual morfels alone ? Befides, if thou art for building taber-

nacles, why muft there be three of them, one for Christ,

and one for Mofes^ and one for Elias? are Christ and the

prophets divided ? do they not fweetly harmonize and agree \ti

one ? did they not prophefy concerning the fuff^erings of thy

Lord, as well as of the glory that fhould follow ? Alas, how
unlike is their converfation to thine .? Mofes and Elias came

down to talk of fufFering, and thou art dreaming of building I

know not what tabernacles. Surely, Peter, thou art fo high

upon the mount, that thy head runs giddy.

However, in the midft of thefe infirmities, there was fome-

thing that bcfpokc the honefty and integrity of his heart.

Though he knew not very well what he faid, yet he was not

io ftupjd as his pretended fucceflbr at Rome* He does not fall

down
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ilown and worfliip thefe two departed faints, neither do I hear

him fay to either, Ora pro nobis \ he had not lb learnt Christ;

no, he' applies himfelf diredlly to the head, '* he faid unto

Jesus, Mafter, it is good for us to be here." And though

he was for building, yet he would not build without his Maf-

ter*s leave. *' Mafter, let us build," or, as St. A'lark words

it, " wilt thou that we build three tabernacle?, one for thee,

and one for Mefes^ and one for Ellas?'' I do not hear him add,

and one for Jamcs^ and one for John^ and one for Peter. No,
he would willingly ftay out with them upon the mount, though

it was in the cold and dark night, fo that Christ and his hea-

venly attendants were taken care of. The fweetnefs of fuch a

heavenly vifion, would more than compenfate for any bodily

fufFering that might be the confequence of their longer abode

there: nay farther, he does not defire that cither Christ, or

Mofes^ or Elias^ fhould have any trouble in building-, neither

does he fay, let my curates, James and Johii^ build, whilft I fit

idle and lord it over my brethren j but he fays, *' let us build ;'*

he will work as hard, if not harder than either of ihem, and

defire to be diftinguifhed only by his adivity, enduring hard-

nefs, and his zeal to promote the welfare of their common
Lord and Mafter.

Doubtlefs, Peter had read how the glory of the Lord filled

the tabernacle, and the temple of old ; and now Jesus is tranf-

figured, and Mofes and Elias appear in glory, he thinks it right

that new tabernacles fhall be creded for them. Such a mix-

ture of nature and grace, of fliort-fightednefs and infirmity,

is there in the moft ardent and well-meant zeal of the very

beftof men, when neareft the throne of grace, or even upon

the mount with God. Perfedion in any grace muft be

looked for, or expe£ted, only among the fpirits of juft men
made perfect in heaven. Thofe who talk of any fuch thing

on earth, like Peter^ they know not what they fay.

But how came .Peter fo readily to diftinguifh which was

Mofes^ and which was Elias? He feems to fpeak without the

leaft hefitation, " Let us build three tabernacles, one for thee,

and one for MofeSy and one for Elias " as though he was very

well acquainted with them, vi'hereas they had both been dead,

long, long before Peier was born. Was there, do you imagine,

any thing diftinguiftiing in their apparel? or any thing in their

converfation
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converfation that difcovered them? or rather, did he not know
them here on the mount, as we may from hence infer, that

departed faints do, and will know each other in heaven, evea

by intuition and immediate revelation ? But alas ! how iran-

fient are our views of heaven, during our fojourning here on

earth: Vcrfe 34. " Whilft he thus fpake," whilfl Peter was

talking of building tabernacles, whilft he was faying, " it is

good for us to be here," whilfl: he was dreaming that his

mountain was fo (Irong that it never could be moved, " there

came a cloud and overfhadowed them." St. Adatihew ob-

fcrves, it was a bright cloud, not dark like that on mount

Sinai^ but bright, becaufe the gofpel opens to us a far more

bright difpenfation than that of the law. This overfliadowed,

and thereby not only filled them with an holy awe, but alfo

fcreened them, in fome meafure, from the brightnefs of that

glory with which they were now furroundcd, and Vv'hich other-

wife would have been infupportable. This cloud was like the

veil thrown on the face of Mojes^ and prepared them for the

voice which they were foon to hear com.ing out of it. I am
not much furprized at being informed by St. Matthcii\ that

' they feared as they entered into the cloud, or by St. Mark^

that " they were fore afraid." For fince the fall, there is fuch

a confcioufnefs in us all of deferved wrath, that we cannot

help fearing when we enter into a cloud, even though Jesus

Christ himfelf be in the midft of it. Ah Peter^ where is thy

talk of building tabernacles novi^ ? is thy flrong mountain fo

quickly removed ? what, come down fo foon ? why do we not

now hear thee faying, " It is good for us to be here ?" Alas ! he

and his fellow difciples arc quite ftruck dumb ; fee how they

tremble, and, like Mojes upon another occafion, exceedingly

quake and fear. But how quickly ate thofe fears difpelled,

how foon is the tumult of , their minds huihcd and calmed,

with that foul-reviving voice that came from the excellent

glory, verfe 35, *' This is my beloved Son, hear him."

St. Mark and St. Matthew add '' in whom I am wr!!

pleafed." The fame teftimony tiiat God the Father gave to

the blefled Jrsus at his baptifm, before he entered upon his

temptation, is now repeated, in order to flrengthen and pre-

pare him for his im.pcnding agony \^\ the garden. Proba-

bly, it was a fmali (till thoiigh arti/culaic vcice^ attended nei-

iher



f 449 ]

ther \Vith ttiunder rior lightning, nor the found of a trumpet,

but, Agreeable to the blcfied news which it contained, ufhcred

in with tokens of unfpcakable complacency and love. God
the Father, hereby gives Mofes and Ellas a folemn difcharge,

as though they were fent from heaven on purpofe to give up

their commiiTion to their rightful Lord, and like the morn-

ing ftar, difappear when the Sun of Righteoufnefs himfelf

arifes to bring in a gofpel ^xy. '« This is my beloved Son,

hear Him." But the cmphafis upon the word this j this Soh

of Man, this Jesus, whom you are (hortly to fee in a bloody

fweat, blindfolded, i'pit upon, buffeted, fcourged, and at len(;th

hanging upon a tree, I arii not afiiamed to own to be my
Sonj my only begotten Son, who was with me before the

heavens were made, or the foundations of the earth were

laid } my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafcd, in whom
my foul delighteth, ar.d whom I do by thefe prefents, publicl/

cojiftitiite and appoint to be the king, pried-, and prophet of

the church. " Hear ye Him." No longer look to jMofes

or Elias^ no longer expe6l to be faved by the works of the

law ; but by the preaching and application of the ever-blefledi

gofpel. Hear ye himj fo as to believe on, love, ferve, obey,

nnd, if needs be, to die and lay down your very lives for him.
*' Hear him i*' hear what he hath to fay, for he comes with a

commifTion from above; Hear his dod^rine; hear him, fo as

to obey him ; hear him^ fo as to put in pra6lice his precepts^

and copy after his good example.

In the 36th verfe, we have the clofc of this heavenly feafl:

;

*' When the voice was pafi, Jesus was found alone; and

they kept it clofc, and told no man in thofe days, any of

thofe things which they had kta.'* If we compare this,

with the account which the other Evangelifts give of our

bleflcd Lord's transfiguration, you will find this was done by

Christ's order ; Peter^ James, and yohn, would otherwife

have gone down and told the whole world, that they had kea

the Lord Christ upon the mount of transfiguration ; but

our Lord ordered them to keep it filent. Why fo ? If they

had gone down from the mount, and told it to the other dif-

ciples, it might have raifed ill blood in the others ; they

might have faid, Why did our iVIafter fingle out Peter, James^

and John f Why might not we have had ths privilege of

Vol. V, F f go^"€

5'
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going up to the mount as well as they ? Had they faid, that

their Lord was transfigured, people would not have believed

them ; they would have thought, that Peier^ Jarjies^ and John

were only enthufiafts ; but if they kept it till after his refur-

recSlion, and he had broken the gates of death, for them then

to fay, that they faw him upon the mount transfigured,

would corroborate the evidence.

I have thus paraphrafed the words for your better under-

ftanding the account the Evangelift gives of our blefTed

Lord's transfiguration ; but I have not yet done ; I have

been fpeaking to your heads ; the practical part is yet to

come. O that God may reach your hearts ! And though,

according to order, I ought to begin with the practical in-

ferences that might be drawn from the firft part
;

yet, I think

it beft to fhow you, who are the people of God, efpecially

you young converts, that have hontfly, but not much pru-

dence, what inftru6lions our Lord would here have you to

learn.

" When the voice was pad, Jesus was found alone, and

they kept it clofe, and told no man in thofe days any of thofe

things which they had feen." There is nothing more com-

mon, when God vouchfafes communications to a poor foul,

than for the perfon that enjoys them, to go and tell all that

he has feen and felt, and often at improper fcafons and to im-

proper perfons. I remember that Mr. Hemy obfcrves, " Jo-

feph had more honefty than he had policy, or elfe he would

never have told his brethren of his dreams." Young chrif-

tians are too apt to blunder thus : I am fure it is a fault of

which I have been exceedingly guilty, fpcaking of things

which, perhaps, had better been concealed ; which is a fault

God's people are too apt to fall into. Though it is good for

thofe that have feen Christ, and that have felt his love, to tell

others what God hath done for their fouls ;
yet, however you

may think of it now, v;hen you come down from the mount,

and know yourfelves a little, ye will find reafon often to hold

your tongue. Young chriftians are like children, to whom

if you give a little money in their pocket, they cannot be

quiet till they have fpent it upon fomething or other : young

chriftians, when they get a little of God, are ready to talk

too much of it. They fhould therefore beware, and know

when tQ fpeak, and yi\\^Xi to be filcnt.

But
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But, my dear friends, did our Lord Jesus Christ tAe
Peter, "Jamrs, and "jGhi into a mountain to pray ? Are any

of you fathers, mothers, mafters and miftrcfles of families?

Learn then from hence to take your children, your fervants,

and thofe that belong to you, from the world, at certain

times, and not only pray for them, but pray v.ith them. If

Christ did thus, who had fev; v/ants of his o\"n to be {{ip-

plied, and nothing to confefs and lament over ; if Christ was
fuch a lover of prayer, furely, you and I, v/ho have fo many
wants to be fupplied, fo many corruptions to mourn over -,

you and I Ihould fpend much time in prayer. I do not faj

that you are to lock yourfelves up in your clofets, and not

mind your fhops or farms, or worldly bufinefs ; I cr.Iy {^y,

that you ftiould take care to hufband all your time : and if

you are God's children, you will frequently retire from the

world, and fcek a vifit from your God.
Was the Lord Jesus transformed or transfigured, while he

was praying ? Learn hence, to be much in fpiritual prayer.

The way to have the foul transformed, changed into, ?.nd

made like unto God, is frequently to converfe with God.
We fiiy, a man is as his company. Perfons by cot.verfing to-

gether, frequently catch each others tempers: and if you

have a mind to im.bibe the divine temper, pray much. And
as Christ's garments became white and glifiering, fo fliall

your fouls get a little of God's light to fhine upon them.

Did Mcfes ar.d E/ias appear in glory ? Are there any old

faints here ? I doubt not but there are a confiderable number.

And are any of you afraid of death ? Do any of you carry

about with you a body that v/eighs down your immortal

foul ? I am fure a poor creature is preaching to you, that

every day drags a crazy load along. But come, believers,

come, ye children of God, come, ye aged decrepid faints,

come and trample upon that monfter death. As thou goeft

over yonder church-yard, do as I know an old excellent

chriftian in Maryland did ; go, fit upon the grave, and

meditate on thine own diflblution. Thou mayeft, perhaps,

have a natural fear of dying : the body and the foul do not

care to part without a little fympathy and a groan ; but O
look yonder, look up to heaven, fee there thy Jesus, thy

Redeemer, and karn, that thy body is to be falhioned here-

F f 2 after
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after like unto Christ's mod glorious body; that poor body

which is now fubjecl to gout and gravel, and that thou canft

fcarce drag along ; that poor body, which hinders thee (o

much in the fpiritual life, will ere lopg hinder thee no more:

it (hall be put into the grave ; but though it be Town in cor-

ruption, it fliall be railed in incorruption j though it is fown

in diftionour, it (hall be raifed again in glory. This confider-

ation made blefled PcjkI to cry out, " O death, where is thy

iling ! O grave, where is thy vicSlory! " Thy foul and body fhall

be united together again, and thou fhalt be " for ever with

the Lord." Thofe knees of thine, which perhaps are hard

by kneeling in prayer; that tongne of thine, which hath

fung hymns to Christ ; thofe hands of thine, which have

wrought for God ; thofe feet, which have ran to Christ's

ordinances ; fhall all, in the twinkling of an eye, be changed;

and thou fhalt be able to ftand under an exceeding: and an

eternal weight of glory. Come then, ye believers in Christ,

look beyond the grave ; come, ye dear children of God, and

however weak and fickly ye are now, fay, Blefled be God,
1 fliall foon have a body ftrong, full of vigour and of glory.

But as this fpeaks comfort to faints, it fpeaks terror to

fmners, to all perfons that live and die out of Christ. It is

the opinion of Archbifiiop UJherj that as the bodies of the

faints (liall be glorified, fo the bodies of the damned (hall be

deformed. And if this be true, alas ! what a poor figure will the

fine ladies cut, who die without a Christ ! What a poor figure

will the fine gentleman cut in the morning of the refurrecStion,

that now drtfies up his body, and at the fame time negleds

to fecure an intereft in Christ and eternal happinefs ! It is

the opinion, likewife, of Archbifhop Ufier^ that damned fouls

will lofe all the good tempers they had here; fo that though

God gave unregenerate people a conftitutional meeknefs,

good nature, and courage, for the benefit of the common-
wealth ; yet, the ufe of thefe things being over, and they

having died without Christ, and it being impoffible there

will be an appearance of good in hell, their good tempers

will be for ever loft. If this be fo, it is an awful confider-

ation ; and I think perfpns who love their bodies, fhould alfo

kcncc take care to fecure the welfare of their fouls.

Did
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Did Peter know which was Mofcs and which Elins ? Then
I think, and God be praifed for it, it is plain from this and

other paiTages of fcripture, that we (hall know one another

when we come to heaven. Dives knew Lazarus : " Facher

Jbraham^ fend Lazarus ;" And we are told, " he {aw Lazarus

fitting in Jbrahanis bofom." Adam knew his wife Eve \

though caft into a deep fleep when God made her out of his

rib, yet, by a kind of intuition, he fays, '' This is bone of

my bone, and flefti of my flefh." And it is on this account,

that the Apoflle, fpeaking to the Philippians^ fays, " Yc are

my joy and crown of rejoicing, in the day of the Lord."
What comfort will this be to a fpiritujl faiher ! S<*ys one.

Here is the man, O Lord Jesus, that brought my foul to

tafte of thy love ; fays another. This is the man, that at

fuch a time, and with fuch words, ftruck my heart : thou,

O Lord, knoweft it. Then the fpiritual father will rejoice

over his children. You that have met and have prayed toge-

ther, fighed and fympathized together, and told your tempta-

tions to one another, fliall be for ever with the Lord and

with each other. There we (hall fee Abraham^ Ifaac^ and

^acoh fitting, with all the redeemed company ; and we fliall

know the names of every one mentioned in the book cf God.
O blefled profpecSl ! O blefied time ! Who that thinks of

this, of feeing the Lamb fitting upon the throne, with all

God's people about him, but muft defire to go to heaven,

and be for ever, for ever with the Lord. And if there is

fuch comfort for believers to know one another in heaven, ..

with what comfort may any of you, that have loft fathers,

mothers, or friends, think of them : we are parted for a little

while, but we (hall fee them again. Aiy father died in

Christ, my mother died in the Lord, my hufband, my
wife, was a follower of Jesus ; I fliall fee them, though not

now ; I fliall go to them, but they fliall not return to me !

This may keep you from forrowing as perfons without hope;

and keep you from being fo cruel, as to wifli them to come

down to this evil world.

But O what a dreadful confideration is this for damned

fouls I I believe, that as glorified fpirits will know one ano-

ther, fo will damned fouls know one another too. And as the

company of the bleffed increafes the happinefs of heaven, fo

F f 3
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the company of the damned will increafe their torments. What
made Dives to put up that pccition ? " I have five brethren ;

ieud fomebody to my father's lioufe to tcftify unto them,

left they alfo come into this place of torment." One would

imagine at firft reading, that hell had mude Dives charitable,

raid that though he was ill natured on earth, yet he had ac-

quired fome good nature in hell. No, no, there is not a

fpark of good nature in the place of torment. But Dives

knew, if his five brethren came there, they might fay. We
may thank you, next to an evil heart, for coming hither

; you

made us drink healths, till we were drunk ; you taught us

to game, to curfe, to fwcar, &c. He knew very well, that

his five brethren being brought to hell by his example, hell

would be heated five times hotter to torment his foul. One
will cry out, Curfed be the day that ever I was companion

with fuch an one in fin ; curfed be the day that ever we
hearkened to one another's advice, and vjqvq. allured by each

others example to fin againfl: God.
But did a cloud overfhadovv Peter^ yaiiies^ and 'John? were

heavenly and divine vifits here but fhort ? Then wonder not,

ye people of God, if ye are upon the mount one hour, and

down in the valley of the fhadow of death the next. There

is nothing in the world more common, after you have been in

a good frame, than for a cloud to overfhadow you. We gene-

rally fay, " It is good to be here," and often make a Christ
of our graces ; and therefore the Lord fends a cloud to over-

fhadow us. But never fear ; God fiiall fpeak to you out of

the cloud ; God will reveal himfelf to you j this cloud fliall

foon be gone ; ere long we (hall be in heaven, and in that

glory where no cloud can pofHbly reach us.

I can now only mention one thing more, and that is, Did
the Father fay, '' This is my beloved Son, hear him ?" then

let every one of our hearts echo to this teliimony given of

Christ, *' This is my beloved Saviour." Did God fo love

the world, as to fend his only begotten Son, his well beloved

Son to preach to us ? then, my dear friends, hear Him.
What God fald feventeen hundred years ago, immediately by

a voice from heaven, concerning his Son upon the mount,

that fame thing God fays, to you immediately by his word,
** Hear him." if ye never heard him before, hear him novv«

Hear
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Hear him (o as to take him to be your prophet, priefl:, and
your king ; hear him, (o as to take him to be your God and
your all. Hear him to-day, ye yuuth, while it is called to-

day
J hear him now, left God (hould cut you off before you

have another invitation to hear him ; hear him while he cries,

" Come unto me ;" hear him while he opens his hand and
his heart ; hear him while he knocks at the door of your
fouls, left you fhould hear him faying, '' Depart, depart, ye
curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his

angels." Hear him, ye old and grey-headed, hear him, ye
that have one foot in the grave ; hear him, I fay ; and if ye
are dull of hearing, beg of God to open the ears of your
hearts, and your blind eyes ; beg of God that you may have
an enlarged and a believing heart, and that ye may know
what the Lord God faith concerning you. God will refent

it, he will avenge himfelf on his adverfaries, if you do not
hear a blefled Saviour. He is God's fon, he is God's be-

loved fon ; he came upon a great errand, even to fhed his

precious blood for finners ; he came to cleanfe you from all

fin, and to fave you with an everlafting falvation. Ye who
have heard him, hear him again ; ftill go on, believe in and
obey him, and by-and-by you (hall hear him faying, " Come,
ye blefled of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for

you from the foundation of the world." May God grant it

to you all, for the Lord Jesus Christ's fake. Jmen, and
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